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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HIS Sermon, or Funeral - Oration, was 
penned with the ſtricteſt Adherence to 
Truth, and in real Gratitude to the Deceaſed. 


It was not intended for Publication by the Wri- 
ter, but comes into the World at the Requeſ# 
of many who heard it delivered, and under the 


Samction of ſeveral Clerg ymen of known Abilities 
and Station. 
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ST. LUKE's, in OLD-STREET, MIDDLESEX; 
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Ox FUNERAL-ORATION, 


I 8, 


(WITH ALL DUE REGARD) 
INSCRIBED, 
BY THEIR OBLIGED: 


AND FAITHFUL SERVANT,,. 


JAMES SMITH. 
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BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTo DEATH, AND I WILL 


GIVE THEE THE CROWN oF LIFE. 


T is appointed unto all Men once to die 
ſays the great Preacher St. Paul: It is ap- 


pointed unto all Men once to die ſays Nature 
herſelf, even without the Help of ſacred 
Writ to prove either the Origin, or the Cer- 
tainty of Death. 


It would be difficult for us at preſent to 
forget this great Truth, fince the Providence 
of God has afforded us a Proof ſo recent and 
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ſo convincing, The fable Furniture with 
which this Pulpit is ſo ſolemnly adorned, re- 
minds you, ſtronger even than Language it- 
ſelf, of the Departure of a venerable and 
amiable Paſtor, whoſe Remains were ſo lately 
depoſited, with becoming Honours, in the 
Mother Church. You, I know, with the 
neighbouring Flock, are now willing to regret - 
your mutual Lols. Neither Sanctity of Cha- 
racter, nor Quality of Heart; of a Heart be- 
neficent, juſt, religious, an Enemy to Artifice 
and Diſſimulation — nothing had Power to 
ward oft the fatal Blow, nor to fave, even ſo 
good a Man, from the Corruption of the 
Grave. But when you come to hear particu- 
larly recited, how innocently, and yet how 
uſefully he lived, and how peacefully and 
triumphantly he died; at the ſame Time that 

5 you 


11 
you congratulate him as an Angel of God, 
you will, I am ſure, redouble your Concern 

for the Loſs of him as a Paſtor and a Friend. 


As I only mean to ſpeak of the uſeful Part 
of this good Man's Life, I ſhall at once bring 
him to Magdalen College, Cambridge, where 
he was educated, and where he arrived at the | 
honourable Stations of Tutor and Preſident, 
How well he was beloved and reſpected at 
College, his very fingular Invitation to the 
Living of Sr. Giles Cripplegate, will pleaſingly 
and ſufficiently explain. In the year 1729, 
his Predeceſſor Dr. Bennet died, and left his 
Pariſhioners (as indeed they had ever been 
whilſt the Doctor was Vicar) in a State of 
eccleſiaſtical Faction — too diſagreeable and 
too inflammatory to be here recited. Biſhop 
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Eyre (who was then Dean of St. Paul's) wrote 
a Letter (much, I think, to his Honour) to 
Doctor Waterland, Maſter of Magdalen College, 
in theſe Words: 


My dear Friend, | 
8 I you know a Man in your Univerſity, of 


a moderate Share of Learning — and of 


A 


a Temper or Diſpoſition which nathing can 
ruffle — you will make me eaſy and happy 


. _ — „ * 
— — — 


if : a 1 , 
'' © in recommending him to me for the Vicarage 


© of Fe. Giles Cripplegate. 


Doctor Vaterland replied : 


* My good Lord Biſhop, 
- Io not through Partiality to Mr. MWicholls, 


as my Preſident, recommend him to 


your Lordſhip - — but becauſe throughout 
5 | © the 
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the whole Univerſity, or in the whole 


A 


World, I do not know a Man ſo proper for 
the Living of Sz. Giles Cripplegate, or ſo 
likely to reſtore Peace and good Neighbour- 
hood in that populous and diſtracted 
Pariſh.” 1 
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This honourable Invitation being given to 
Mr. MWicbolls, he, with a Diffidence very 
natural to him, begged Leave. to decline ſo 
arduous an Undertaking. However, he was 
prevailed upon to make Experiment; and 
Conſequences proved how well his Friend 
knew him : For through a Strength of Judg- 
ment and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition which he 
poſſeſſed, Rage and Faction amongſt the 
Pariſhioners were, in a very ſhort Time, 
happily converted into Peace and Unanimity, 

And 


| | And this State of parochial Harmony has 
continued from that Period to the preſent 


[1 Hour. Once indeed it was likely ſome- 
what to be broken in upon, tho' it is evident 
that both Parties meant equally well . The 
Circumſtance which I allude to grieved the 
aged Mind of the Deceaſed not a little : He 

had been near Forty Vears amongſt you in a 
State of paſtoral Love and Friendſhip; and 
he was concerned to find that any of you 
ſhould be diſpleaſed with him at the Cloſe of 


* The Reader will obſerve, that on the Death of the late 
Clerk of St. Luke's, about Two Years ago, Doctor Nicholls 
appointed the Clerk of Sr. Giles Cripplegate, to be Clerk of 
St. Luke's, and placed his Son in his Stead at S:. Giles's Crip- 
plegate; which gave Offence to ſome of the Pariſhioners of 
St. Luke's, who thought that fo good a Man as Doctor Nicholls 
might have been induced to haye proved a Friend, upon this 
Occaſion, to a Pariſhioner of St. Luke's, who was a Candidate 
for his Favours, and well recommended. 


ſo 
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ſo long a Life, for ſnewing (what ſtruck him 
no more than as a Duty) a partial Attention 
to thoſe of his own Houſhold, But this 
happened at a Time and upon an Occaſion, 
both, I truſt, now equally forgotten. 


His Pariſhioners in general were always a 
pleaſing Topic of Converſation to him, eſpe- 
cially where their Intereſt or their Happineſs 
was concerned. It was in his Power, with 
Reſpe& to temporal Matters, rea/ly to ſerve 
but few of you, and ſometimes, perhaps, he 
might negle& to do even this : Yet if he did 
ever negle& to ſerve an Individual, it was 
painful to him, and done only from a Fear 
of diſobliging many. Altho' in a few Years 
after his Reſidence at Cripplegate, this Patiſh 
was 9 out of ot. Giles's, yet he always 
conſidered 
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conſidered you, and wiſhed you to conſider 


yourſelves, as one People: As there was but 
one Shepherd, ſo he ſtudied to make you but 
one Flock. He carried himſelf towards both 
Pariſhes with the ſtricteſt Impartiality ; and 


I believe that ever ſince the Conſecration of 
this Church in the Year 1733, he made it 


a religious Scruple to officiate here and at 


St. Giles's alternately. In a Word, you were 
his firſt parochial Care, and . you were his 
laſt: He avoided, he rejected every other 
Charge : He lived, he died amongſt you ; and 
might be juſtly ſaid with Fob, to drop into 
his Grave peaceably, being old and full of 
Days. | | | 


To ſpeak of him as a Divine, he was ſound 
and. orthodox : He lived in the Obedience of 
| the 
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the Church, and held faft the Profeſſion of 
his Faith without wavering. In his Voice 
and Manner of Preaching, there was, perhaps, 
nothing very ſtriking: Vet his Voice was 
ſtrong and audible, and his Manner wholly 
free from Affectation. As to the Matter of 
his Diſcourſes, it was altogether ſuch as he 
believed and practiſed, and expreſſed in 
Language neither ſo ſublime as to be above, 
nor yet ſo abject as to be below, the Capacities | 
of the Generality of his Hearers. He did ; 
not appear pedantic or careleſs, by falling into 
the one Extreme; nor did he degrade or give 
Offence, by falling into the other. He 
preached Chriſtianity as a practical Thing; as 
intended to make us better Men, and to qua- 
lify us for a better World. I think that you 
may, with great Juſtice, ſuppoſe him appeal- 
* ing 
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ing to you from the Grave in theſe ſtriking 
Words of the Apoſtle: “ Ye are Witneſſes, 
and God alſo, how holily and juſtly, and 


© unblameably we behaved ourſelves amongſt 


«you; as ye know how we exhorted and 
* comforted, and charged every one of you, 


<« that ye would walk worthy of God, who 


« hath called you to his Kingdom and 


cc Glory.” 


But his Endeavours to ſerve the Intereſt 
of pure, rational Religion, were by no Means 
confined to the Pulpit : He equally recom- 
mended it by his Behaviour out of it. Within 
theſe few Years indeed he mixed but little 


with the World; nor is this to be wondered 


at, particular Family Circumſtances conſidered: 


But I have been informed by ſome of his 
| 4 old 
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old Friends, and I myſelf think the ſame (tho I 
knew him only when the World could not 
poſſibly afford him many Charms) that his 
Converſation had always ſomething in it 
ſprightly and entertaining; and he had the 
happy Art of introducing, on proper Occaſions, 
Subjects ſerious and inſtructive: Nay, he 


would ſometimes warn and reprove too; but 


then it was done in ſo inoffenſive, ſo delicate, 
ſo pleaſing a Manner — that the Perſon 
warned or reproved could ſcarcely avoid re- 
collecting himſelf, or thanking and reſpecting A 
his kind and diſintereſted Monitor and Friend. 


He was allowed by all who knew him to be 


remarkably temperate in his Mode of Living 
— and in his freeſt Hours, when he moſtly 
gave Way to Mirth and Good-humour, he 

O72 | never 
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never loſt Sight of the Chriſtian, or the 
Clergyman. 


In his domeſtic Character he was great 
and exalted ; but for Reaſons, which you. 
will eaſily ſuggeſt, and I am ſure as readily 
approve, I ſhall comprehend the Whole of 
it in ſaying, that he was a kind and gentle 


Maſter, a tender and an affectionate Huſband, 
a fond and an indulgent Father. 


As a Friend I know not how to deſcribe 
him juſtly. I have had ſuch Intelligence of 
his Sincerity and Integrity, as does the greateſt 
Honour to Friendſhip and Human Nature. 
For his Beneficence alſo he was remarkable ; 
not more for the Value of the Gift, than 

for 


11 

for the chriſtian, graceful Manner of confer- 
ing it. To do good in Secret was a favourite 
Sentiment of his, and which I am con- 
vinced he reduced to frequent Practice. 
Some have accuſed him of a Tendency 
even to Avarice; but ſurely they were 
miſtaken. The moderate Share of Sub- 
ſtance which he has left behind him, proves 
this Opinion to be falſe and ill-grounded. 
He has only made a Reſerve of Fortune (be- 
coming ſo juſt and ſo good a Man) for the 
promoting of the Proteſtant Religion in 
Foreign Parts, and of Chriſtian Knowledge 
in this Kingdom — for the Benefit of poor 
Clergymen's Widows — for his near and ami- 
able Relations — for his faithful Domeſtics — 


and a few, whom he thought, deſerving 
Friends. 


And 
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And here it would be the higheſt In- 


gratitude in me to paſs over in Silence and 


unacknowledged his ſingular Regard for, and 
Kindneſs towards myſelf 3 Not only in ap- 
pointing me to repreſent him in this Pulpit 
(where his growing Infirmities would no longer 
permit him to appear) but in his warmeſt 
Wiſhes ſo often and ſo tenderly expreſſed, 
that after his Deceaſe I might ſucceed him in 
the Living. Happy ſhould I be to remain in 
a Place ſo ſuitable to my Inclinations, and 


amongſt thoſe, from whom I have received 


ſuch flattering Attention, and Wiſhes ſo 
kindly corroborating with thoſe of the 
Deceaſed. More than once, when he was 
ſpeaking upon this Subject, have I ſeen the 
Tears trickling down his aged Cheeks, which, 
as they ſhewed a Senſibility honourable to 

human 


EN 
human Nature, proclaimed him alſo the 
reſigned Chriſtian, and the real Friend. How 
few have Fortitude enough to ſpeak, even 
to their natural Heirs, upon the Subject of 
Inheritance | but from the Innocency of this 
Man's Life, the very. Form of Death was 
changed before him; and allowing ſomewhat 
for human Tenderneſs and juſt human Feelings, 


he looked over the King of Terrors, ſeeing 
the King of Glory ſo near. 


And now I am naturally brought to un- 
draw the Curtains of his Death-bed. There. 
was nothing in the Scene to ſhock or affright 
— all was calm and at Peace within and. 
without. His Illneſs, tho' ſomewhat linger- 
ing, was never painful. Stricken with the 
Rod of Time, he plainly ſaw the Tomb 


yawning 
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yawning to devour him, and he was ready to 


ſtep into this devouring Grave. Not that 
he, as a good Chriſtian, was weary of Life, | 
but that Nature cried — it is Time that he 
had Reſt. He was conſcious that he had 
made a real Bleſſing of a long Life. He did 
not enter upon Old-age without being de- 4 
fended againſt its Inconveniencies. He had 


far exceeded his threeſcore Years and ten; 


but altho' he had neceſſarily loſt that Strength 
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of Conſtitution natural to younger Life — yet 1} 
he never found (in Conſequence of his own 4 
Actions however) that ſuch Strength was | 
ſucceeded by Labour and Sorrow : And tho [ 
all his Years, many as they were, appeared to [ | 
him (now) as ſhort and as tranſitory as a I 
Watch in the Night, yet was it no diſpleaſing 
Reflection to him, that we ſo ſoon paſs away 1 

and | 
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and are gone. We will therefore here ſuppoſe 


this venerable and Chriſtian Paſtor to expire 
— to expire with all the Proſpects of the hap- 
pieſt Immortality. He was indeed a good and 
a conſiſtent Character — he was (to ſpeak of a 
private Clergyman) one of the brighteſt Orna- 
ments which the Church can boaſt of. He 
ſet out with and practiſed throughout Life — 
only one Set of laudable and well-grounded 


Principles; Principles which enabled him to 
maintain a Chriſtian Fidelity unto Death, 
| and ſo to finiſh even ſo long a Courſe 
with Joy. We have no Need therefore to 
grieve for him — and yet the tender Tribute 
of a Tear he would approve and thank us 
for. His Memory, I doubt not, will be ever 
| ' pleaſing to all; and to ſome of us it muſt be 
for ever dear: But whenever we miſs him as a 

D Paſtor 


l 


Paſtor or a Friend — whenever we regret the 
Departure of ſo good a Man from a World 
where ſuch a Man is ſo ſeldom to be found — | 
let us (upon his Account) conſider him as 1 
adding one more Member to the glorious , 
Multitude of juſt Men made perfect, whoſe 
Names are recorded in the Book of Life, | 
and who are numbered amongft thoſe who 
enjoy Life everlaſting. | 


From a Review ſo juſt and pleaſing, and $ 
yet ſo affecting to our Tenderneſs - what are E 
your Thoughts of Death and Eternity? T Z 
am willing to ſuppoſe myſelf (on this Oc- I 


caſion in particular) ſpeaking only to ſuch as 4 


feel within them (from their general Conduct in 1 
Life) the Approbation of their God — and are I 
deſirous to look forward with Satisfaction towards 1 

5 | that 
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that happy Time, © when Death ſhall be ſwal- 
« lowed up in Victory.“ And yet, perhaps, with 
all your Chriſtian Faith and Chriſtian Con- 
duct, even the beſt of you may ſometimes 
find yourſelves diſmayed and terrified at the 
Thought of your own Diffolution. * Duſt,” 
however, thou art, and unto Duſt” muſt 
every one of you return. Yet this Duſt is to be 
reunited — every Body 1s to riſe again. Re- 


ged likewiſe << upon your many unavoidable 


Diſappointments in Life — upon your with- 


© ered Joys and blaſted Hopes. Look upon 
© the Graves which have ſwallowed up your 
© neareſt Friends and moſt valuable Ac- 
e quaintance'' — upon that Grave eſpecially, 
which has ſo lately proved to us, that Death 


after how long ſoever a Reſpite) will, at 


length, renew his Conqueſt upon the moſt 


uſeful and the moſt worthy, I am not here even 
D 2 wiſhing 
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wiſhing to deſtroy a natural Fear, or a natural, 
Tenderneſs, reſpecting this moſt awful Change. 
Our deceaſed Friend, nay our Lord himſelf, } 
ſubmitted to the Exerciſe of it: © If it be N 
<« poſſible remove this Cup from me.” Con- 1 
fine yourſelves to Nature only, and you will f 
never do amiſs: Struggles like theſe will never | 
hinder you from recollecting yourſelves in } 
Time: Human Senſibility and Chriſtian Re- l 
ſignation form a pleaſing and a conſiſtent E 
Union; Nevertheleſs,” adds our Lord, „not 3 
% my Will but thine be done.” N either our 3 
Fortitude nor our Fidelity is, in this Caſe, 1 
impaired or impeached. We ſtill die the 
Death of the righteous, and our latter End is 3 
{till like his. 


It is my ſincereſt Wiſh then, that whoever 


ſucceeds your late beſt of Rectors, and my beſt 
3 of 
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of Friends — may be poſſeſſed of the ſame 


ſweet and peaceable Diſpoſition as he was — i 
think of Religion, and practiſe it, as he did — 
be without Artifice and without Hypocriſy, 
as he was — take an equal Care of a reſpected 
Flock as he did, and leave you with an equal 
Degree of Honour and Eſteem. And above 
all, for his own Sake — may he endeavour to 
live and die like that righteous Man — ſhew 
an equal Fidelity even unto Death, and fo 
receive a Crown of Life equally bright and 
glorious ! | 
And may you in return do your Parts! 
May you be ever ready to make ſuch a Rector | 


as happy amongſt you as you did your laſt ! 

May you diligently and profitably attend his 

Preaching | May you ever ſtudy Peace and 
1 good 
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good Neighbourhood amongſt yourſelves, and 
ever act an honeſt and ingenuous, a kind and 


benevolent Part to Mankind in general | May 


you ever ſhew ſuch Principles and ſuch Con- 


duct, both in religious and civil Matters, as 
beſpeak you the good Flock of a good Shep- 
herd | And laſtly, for your own Sakes only — 
may you learn to live and die like him, whoſe 
Virtues we have been ſo faithfully deſcrib- 
ing! You cannot have a better Example 
— you need not be better Chriſtians — you 
need not ſhew a greater Fidelity unto Death 
in Things lovely and of good Report — nei- 
ther may you with for a better Crown of Life, 
than that which he is now doubtleſs in quiet 
and eternal Poſſeſſion of. O happy Event 
this, whenever it happeneth to any one of us! 


| — God grant that, at his own appointed Time, 


at 


— C * r 
= ON JOY 8 FIT 55 >” TY * 22 1 2 * 4 . . — 5 
% AC net Fe te | 
N 5 2 


11 
it may happen to All, through our own beſt 
Endeavours, perfected by the Merits and Me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! — to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit — be 


aſcribed all Honour and Glory, World without. 
End. AMEN. 
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